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[ page ]crann a leagaḋ d’imṫiġ reiṫe de rása amaċ as ⁊ sgairt Donn air Mhadaḋ Ruaḋ n-a Coilleaḋ Craoḃaiġe ⁊ ṫainic sé ⁊ rug sé sé air a reiṫe ⁊ marḃ sé é. D’imṫiġ laċa amaċ as air eiteog ⁊ sgairt Donn air Sheaḃac na Coilleaḋ léiṫe ⁊ ṫainic sé ⁊ rug sé air an laċa nuair a ḃí sí ag dul os cionn loċa. Thuit uḃ aisdí síos ins an loċ ⁊ sgairt Donn air Dhoḃran Donn Loċafóil ⁊ ṫainic sé ⁊ fuair an uḃ. Leis sin ḃí an Gruagaċ aig tarraingt in aice leis an ḃaile ⁊ le méid na feirge a ḃí air, ḃí a ċraos fosgailte ins an rioċt go raḃ an dúradan duḃ a ḃí air ṫóin a ġoile air feiceáil. Chuaiḋ Donn air a leaṫ-ġlún ⁊ ḃuail sé an Gruagaċ le h-urċur de’n uḃ os coine an dúradain duḃ a ḃí air ṫóin a ġoile ⁊ ṫuit sé síos marḃ.

Ḃí luṫġair ṁór orra, air n-dóiṫċe, ⁊ ċaiṫ siad an oiḋċe sin go súgaċ. D’ḟág siad an Dóṁan Shoir lá air n-a ḃáraċ agus ṫug siad iarraiḋ air an ḃaile. Ḃí luṫġáir ⁊ an-luṫġáir rómpa. Thuit Duḃ Mhac a’ Díorfaiġ i ngráḋ leis an darna inġín a ḃí aig an duine uasal. Fuaras sagart méiseaċ ⁊ cléireaċ uisge ⁊ pósaḋ iad ⁊ riġneaḋ banais ċúrṫa, ċárṫa a ṁair naoi n-oiḋċe ⁊ naoi lá ⁊ gur ḃ-fearr an lá deirionnaċ ’ná an ċeud lá.

Chuaiḋ siadsan an t-áṫ, mise an cloċán, báiṫeaḋ iadsan ⁊ ṫainic mise.



Críoċ.




(Buḋ gnáṫaċ a raḋ leis an sgeulaiḋe i ndéiḋ sgeul a críoċnuġaḋ “Míle beannaċt le h-anamnaiḃ do ċáirde” ins an áit so.)

We shall give some notes on this story in next issue.






GAELIC NOTES.




The best news of the past month is the establishment of an active branch of the Gaelic League in Derry. The members meet in St. Columb’s Hall, and the classes are conducted by Mr. Neville, who has quite recently received a certificate for teaching Irish. A ladies’ class is about to be started. The Derry branch has also furthered the circulation of the Gaelic Journal, up to forty copies having been taken in the district. We need hardly add, that much of the impetus given to Irish studies in Derry is due to the warm support and encouragement of the Derry Journal.

The National Teachers of Donegal, in their meeting at Stranorlar on March 10th, passed a resolution pledging themselves to use every effort towards the revival and extension of the study of Irish. In speaking to the resolution, Mr. Deeny, of Carradoan, said, with truth, that it is not the fault of the National Teachers that Irish is not taught in schools. Teachers are hampered and restricted in their manifold duties by a system little known to outsiders, and all their efforts will not amount to much, if they are not assisted in other quarters, from which they have a right to expect encouragement and assistance. The speaker went on to say:—“I do not know whether or not it is generally known, but, nevertheless, it is a fact, that in a college which sends out a very large number of trained teachers year after year, there is not a Professor of Irish, nor is the subject taught. I refer to St. Patrick’s Training College, Drumcondra. I believe the same remark, too, applies to the other training colleges. I do not know if the Marlborough-street College is an exception. I speak from experience when I say that many teachers are anxious while in training to study the Irish language, if the opportunity were afforded. I knew teachers at training—first-class candidates—who would have selected Irish in preference to either heat or electricity if permitted by the authorities of the college to do so; and I am confident that many of the two years’ students would also present themselves for certificates if the subject were taught. But, paradoxical as it may appear, though there is a Professor of Latin and a Professor of French, there is no Professor of Irish, unless recently appointed. I am still speaking of St. Patrick’s Training College, which was the one I attended, but I believe the same remarks apply equally to all the Dublin training colleges, with the exception, perhaps, of the Marlborough-street College. I am aware that the authorities of St. Patrick’s Training College have recently been approached with a view to the appointment of a Professor in Irish, but with what success I have not heard. Why there should be any hesitation in the case why the subject was not taught long ago in preference to either Latin or French, is to me a mystery. I say if the Irish language is not preserved, the colleges will be more to blame than the teachers. (Hear, hear.) But apart altogether from the training colleges, the teachers, I admit, can do much by studying for certificates. Many possess certificates already, and their number is yearly increasing. There are some people who seem to imagine, however, that the teachers have only to acquire certificates in order to commence the teaching of the subject at once in their schools. It may be as well, perhaps, to dispel this illusion. Why is it that in an Irish National School pupils are prohibited from learning Irish inside of ordinary school hours, unless they have passed once in the sixth class? Yet this is a fact. Why is it again that “no pupil may be presented for examination in Irish who has not at least reached the fifth class?” Yet this also is a fact. Thus restricted, is it any wonder that the Irish language has been making slow progress? (Hear, hear.) How many of the pupils attending Irish National Schools reach the fifth class? A small percentage verily out of the total number enrolled—certainly not more than one out of every five. How many remain until they have passed once in the sixth class, and thus qualify for instruction inside of ordinary school hours, provided none of the other subjects of our cram results’ system is neglected? A smaller percentage still. But is this the fault of the teachers? No; it is the fault of the system under which he teaches. The system is an English system, not an Irish system. Either the Irish language should be preserved, or it should not. If
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